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On a wooded hillside outside Vladivostok, Russia, 14 Canadians found their final rest-
ing place in 1919. Five others died at sea. They were ordinary folk who had enlisted
in the closing days of the First World War for service in an unlikely theatre—Siberia.
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The Canadian Siberian Expedition
Force (CSEF), which consisted of 4,213
men and one woman from across
Canada, mobilized alongside 13 Allied
armies to replace Lenin’s Bolsheviks
with a more friendly government. The
mission failed in the face of divided
Allied strategies and heated domestic
opposition, consigning the story to the
margins of history.

Why Siberia?

Canada sent soldiers to Siberia after

Russia had been a steadfast ally of
both Canada and Britain, but the over-
throw of the 300-year-old Romanov
dynasty in March 1917 led to troop
desertions on the Eastern Front. The
Bolshevik seizure of power in November
1917 cemented the new alignments, cul-
minating in a separate peace between
Russia and Germany at Brest-Litovsk.

Canada and the Allies refused to rec-
ognize the new Russian government,
which the press described as “the
enthronement of anarchy at Petrograd.”
The Bolsheviks abolished private prop-

Stephenson poses with some
boys at Vladivostok in 1919;
the Canadian Memorial at
Marine Cemetery, Vladivostok,
is dedicated in June 1919.

social revolution removed Russia from
the First World War. Revealing the inter-
action of military strategy, diplomacy,
economics and ideology, Canada’s aims
shifted from beginning to end.

erty, nationalized Russian banks, and
repudiated 13 billion rubles in Allied
war loans to the Czar.

As pockets of resistance emerged
among Cossacks on the Don River and
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